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these dens to the bagnios was but a step, and the
soldier who stupefied his mind in the first, drugged
his body in the second.

In European capitals   the passing visitor  cannot
find the streets which vice has appropriated for her
own.    So would it have been in Port Said but for-the
pimp who still haunted the respectable quarters of
the town.   Even in day-time a stranger might well
wander throughout  Arab Town, where all   prosti-
tutes were now congregated, without discovering the
object of his quest:  at night-time, unaided by a guide,
his difficulty was doubled.   Night then was the pimp's
opportunity.   Under cover of the inky darkness which
protected Port Said against enemy attack from the
air, he would lead the soldier into the quarter,    In
short, it was clear that so long as the pimp was per-
mitted to ply his trade the troops would follow him.
The Provost Marshal quickly drove the fraternity off
the streets.    Some of its members were imprisoned:
others,   deaf   to   repeated   warning,   were   soundly
whipped.     Then  in  an  unlucky  moment  General
Head-quarters discovered that pimping is no crime
under English law,  and the Summary Court sitting
in Port Said was forbidden to try the offence.     It
was  not  easy  to  understand  the  reasoning  which
prompted this disappointing ruling.   What had Eng-
lish law to do with the trial and punishment of police
offences   committed   by   inhabitants   of   a   country
governed by martial law :  or why should disreputable
rogues, living upon the frailty of women, be pro-
tected thus ?   Such were the questions which military
authority responsible for the health of the troops in
Port Said asked at this juncture.   They could not sit
idly and watch the wreck of their plans, and since
remonstrance  produced  no  result they resorted to
subterfuge.   A local proclamation was issued, where-
under civilians were forbidden to offer their services
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